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AID (www.aidindia.org) is a voluntary organization started by Indian students at the 
University of Maryland, College Park, in 1991.  AID has since grown to include 40 
chapters across the US, three in India, and one each in Germany and Australia, while 
the original founders have returned to work full-time for AID in India.  
 
Our Philosophy 
AID believes that community participation and organization is essential for 
comprehensive and holistic development. Projects AID support emphasize this 
attitude, addressing problems through open dialogue.  We aim at developing the 
capacity in communities to seek their own, local solutions to problems that exist. 
 
AID Cincinnati 
The Cincinnati chapter of AID was started in 1997. We have supported several 
projects in the areas of literacy and education, health care, vocational training and 
micro-credit, women’s empowerment, child welfare and, rehabilitation of the 
physically and mentally challenged, natural resources protection etc. Our volunteers 
meet every Saturday to discuss projects, fund-raising and awareness activities. 
 
JUST COMMUNITY Award: 
In recognition of the efforts towards the 
Tsunami Relief and fundraising campaign 
in particular and the peace and 
development initiatives in general, the 
University of Cincinnati has presented the 
coveted "JUST COMMUNITY" award to 
Cincinnati Chapter of Association for 
India's Development (AID) Inc. 
 
Just Community is a major initiative to 
create cohesiveness, appreciation for 
diversity and a sense of pride among 
students, faculty and employees at the 
University of Cincinnati. Just Community can be described as an ideal, a philosophy 
or a state of mind. 
 
The award is an annual feature and the Cincinnati chapter would like to dedicate this 
honor to all the AID volunteers who worked tirelessly, both in the US and India, 
towards the relief and rehabilitation of the Tsunami victims. 
 

 
AID Cincinnati’s Affiliation with Bhopal: 
AID Cincinnati is actively involved in the Bhopal Campaign. Through its 
efforts, the Bhopal issue drew attention amongst environmental groups in the 
Global Conference held in the University of Cincinnati. AID Cincinnati 
proudly hosted the first Bhopal Conference and is looking to strengthen its ties 
with the local community and other groups to spread awareness. AID 
Cincinnati is also planning to support few projects from Bhopal to help the 
gas victims lead a better life. 

 
AID Cincinnati Projects at a Glance: 

 
�  Afforestation- AID India on behalf of volunteers in Chittor  

Focuses on backward families by involving them in afforestation 
acitivities and thereby earning them livelihoods through the Forest 
Department's schemes.  

 
�  Samaj Parivartana Samaj (SPS)- Karnataka , India 

SPS has been actively working on local self-governance laws' 
implementation, livelihood generation for poor farmers and also works 
closely with the forest department for natural resources protection. 
 

�  Kajla Janakalyan Samiti-  West Bengal , India 
Kajla is involved in various development activities such as organic farming, 
education, employment generation etc empowering the villagers. AID 
Cincinnati has been associated with Kajla's village school for more than 3 
years. 
 

�  JST - Jana Shikshana Trust – Karnataka, India 
Project for Koraga tribal education 
and development. Funds provided 
for tribal organization, non-formal 
education (NFE) center, herbal 
medicine center and de-addiction 
camp.  
 

 
�  Thulir School - Vellore, Tamilnadu 

It is an experimental model of an alternate school that targets rural 
children. Based on ideas and experience of the Tamilnadu Science Forum 
(TNSF), one of the focus NGO’s of AID. 
 
To learn more about us, please visit us at http://cincinnati.aidindia.org , 
email us at aid2@email.uc.edu, or talk to one of our volunteers. 


