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Association for India's Development (AID, Inc.) is a volunteer movement promoting sustainable, equitable 
and just development. AID supports grassroots organizations in India and initiates efforts in various 
interconnected spheres such as education, livelihoods, natural resources including land, water and energy, 
agriculture, health, child welfare, women's empowerment and social justice. From its inception in 1991, AID 
has grown to currently support 120 projects all over India. Today, it has over 5000 members and 1000 active 
volunteers. AID now has 38 chapters across the USA (52 around the world). 

 
AID Cincinnati was started in 1997 and is a registered student organization at University of Cincinnati. We 
have supported 21 projects (5 are active). AID-Cincinnati generally has annual Flagship events like Harmony 
and Taste of India 
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A small step towards the progress of my people 

I care for myself because I need to be prosperous. I care for my family because they are my support base and 

they need to be prosperous. I need to care for my society because they are the support base for my family and 

they need to be prosperous. Coming from a place which thrives on “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (The entire 

world is a family), I believe I have a fair role in making this world a better place to live. We all know there are 

problems around. There is poverty. There is pain and what not? Simply acknowledging the issue is just a moral 

victory. Acting towards it is more sensible because ‘an ounce of action is worth a ton of theory’.  

 I always desired to give back to the society and was surprised to know about AID chapter at the 

university, since I never knew of the amount of social work that is being done these volunteers. I am more than 

happy to be a part of AID Cincinnati Students chapter, as it allows me to continue giving back to the society 

and importantly, it boosts my patriotism as AID works on improving life in India. Having been a part of AID for 

over two months, I have understood the value and respect of people for their motherland. I have learnt that 

staying away from home is not an excuse, if you really intend to change the society. The best thing about AID is 

that it brings like-minded people together beyond any barrier of age, language or race. It is not just learning 

but an experience. In the days to come, I expect more opportunities to learn that would help me make this 

world a better place. I also look forward for experiences, that makes me a better person in the society. 

- Kishore (AID Volunteer) 
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My choice to be an AID Volunteer 

After surviving on bread & butter for a couple of weeks I decided to attended “The Asian Students 

Welcome” in the hope to eat Indian food. Several student organizations had their stalls set up in a bid to 

attract new members. I sipped a sweet Chinese drink as I glided through the stalls, with no real intention of 

being a part of any of the groups. As I reached the stall at the very end of the row, the girl behind the counter 

cajoled me to hear her pitch. That was my first encounter with an AID volunteer. “Association for India’s 

Development” she stated proudly and then on she had my complete attention. 

Few of us are privileged enough to receive top education at premier institutes and get an opportunity to chase 

our dreams. But we tend to forget that even today many children in India do not receive elementary 

education? The situation of farmers seems to be much worse with farmer suicide becoming an epidemic in 

India. The startling figures of over 5650 farmers giving up their lives in 2015 alone with failure of crops, 

marriage of daughters and debt burden being cited as some of the major reasons. Most of us do no more than 

sigh after reading such articles in the daily newspaper. Being a part of AID, I saw an opportunity to contribute 

to my nation in my own small possible way.  

As I got involved with the Cincinnati AID chapter, I came across many like-minded people who share a common 

goal - India’s Development. The Cincinnati AID chapter takes up and funds various projects in India over 

diverse fields with agriculture, education and women empowerment being the chief areas of focus. The AID 

Community Service Hour(CSH) is typically held once a week, but the connect is far deeper.  

Year after year, AID volunteers extract time from their hectic lives and visit individual project sites in India to 

understand their situation and grievances and see how previous funds have been utilized. AID volunteers are 

not bound by any contract nor are there any financial gains, but they put in time and effort week after week 

with the hope of improving lives in India. The dedication and commitment of these volunteers leave me 

amazed. 

I feel fortunate to be associated with the Cincinnati AID chapter. I have attended many meetings and 

discussions but the AID CSH is different. The opinions of each member, whether new or old is valued equally. 

Each idea proposed is appreciated and decisions are made only after consent and vote of every volunteer. I 

would encourage my fellow Indians who deeply care about our motherland to be a part of this organization. 

We do not possess the resources or power to change our nation overnight, what unifies us is our readiness to 

strive for a better India. 

- Nameeta Raj (AID Volunteer) 

 

 

 

2 



 

Jagriti 
                                                                                                                                                                     Issue 30: Nov 2016 

 

Independence Day - 2016 
The 70th Independence day celebration was celebrated on 15th August 2016 at the Zimmer Auditorium, 

University of Cincinnati. The day started with the national anthem of USA followed by some colorful 

performances by students. With their thought provoking questions on the history of India and the path India 

has taken after independence, the UC Quiz club brought in a juxtaposition of entertainment and knowledge. It 

helped students to connect to the theme and fervor of the occasion better. 

The chief guest for the evening was Dr. Naga Chadaram who is the director of AID and CEO of Aura Life. Dr. 

Naga Chadaram enthralled the audience with personal accounts of volunteers of AID, shedding light on the 

difference that AID does in various parts of the country. He talked about the various ways that students can 

get involved in social projects around the country. Independence means different things to different people. 

Our forefathers fought for a different cause, millions are fighting for a different cause today. The discussion 

delved into different facets of independence. A number of students came forward talking about ideas of 

independence-what it means to them and how different are their perspectives on independence. The 

wonderful night came to an end with the Indian National Anthem sung by one of the music groups. Overall it 

was a night to remember with not only a great sense of pride and happiness but also of hope. 

MILAN 2016 
Milan 2016 was an Independence Day celebration with community. The event was banquet dinner, organized 

at Ramada Plaza. The event began with the AID volunteers discussing the Essence of AID and its contribution, 

the AID volunteers gave a brief report on the projects supported by AID Cincinnati which was followed by an 

Interactive discussion on Right to Information (RTI) by the Director of AID - Dr. Naga Chadaram. It was a 

fundraising event with various stalls and auctions of items. The event marked the felicitation of the AID 

patrons who have always be a constant support. Marking the end of such a wonderful event were a few 

patriotic performances from the students and our own AID Cincinnati musical Mehfil rendering our national 

anthem. 
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Somnath’s Visit 

Dr. Somnath was invited by AID Cincinnati chapter to give an inspiration talk on “Grassroots projects 

in India” on the 25th March 2016. In this article we reflect on some of the main ideas presented in the talk. 

Grassroots projects, as the name suggests, utilize collective action at the local level to effect changes at 

regional, national, or international levels. In India, villages are where many Grassroots projects are 

implemented. Mr. Somnath, hence, started the talk by elucidating the emotional stress gradient as one 

transitions from city to village scenario. Such an emotional stress can become a positive driving force for 

Volunteers to sympathize with the problems Village faces and work to solve some of them. A small effort 

from our side, which Mr. Somnath referred to as “delta change”, can have remarkable impact on their lives. 

Charity, to be successful, should be a two-way relationship. “Once you say you are trying to help someone, it 

becomes one-way mindset, and it just doesn’t work”. 

After setting up the stage, Dr. Somnath started focusing on specific issues India is currently facing 

and how grassroots projects can solve some of them. Arsenic, an extremely toxic chemical compound in 

nature has polluted Madanpur’s, a suburb in West Bengal, ground water system. Domestic people in the 

area have been drinking the polluted water over the years. A bio magnification effect has also set in place 

due to the water contaminating agriculture and hence the food chain. The isolated location of this suburban 

regions has made it difficult for the government to bring in other uncontaminated water sources. One way 

to decontaminate the water is by using Alum to coagulate the particles and filter out. However, when done 

in a very large scale, can cause problems such as blockade of pipes. 

Domestic women of Madanpur decided to take the issue in their hands to approach the problem in 

grassroots solution angle. Hashiba, a female resident of Madanpur, helped forming communities of woman 

around the suburb and started decontaminating individually using Alum and filtration. Though this might 

seem a small scale solution, when creating larger communities over the time can cause positive impact. 

Doing such decontamination locally inside each house, can also be combined with Kitchen garden to reduce 

the bio magnification part. Residents are currently doing this project and succeeding at reducing the 

pollution intake into the system. 

Mr. Somnath now proceeded to a second area of major application of grassroots project. Affordable 

health care. Tuberculosis (TB), has been a health care issue in India for decades, yet, a good diagnosis and 

treatment has not always been possible in Government hospitals in India. As is, such hospitals are also not 

widespread, especially in suburbs one might need to travel several miles of unpaved terrains to reach one. 

Mr. Somnath illustrated this situation by sharing the true story of an individual from a rural village in India. 

After having discovered symptoms of TB and having lost faith in government hospitals, the individual sought 

after private hospitals for his treatment. He had to spend a fortune just to get information and travel to one 

such hospital leaving him broke let alone the treatment. 
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He wanted to give one final try and talked to elders around the village and discovered there were 

village reps (unofficial doctors) who were experienced in TB diagnosis and treatment. Given several decades’ 

history of TB, several village reps have gain incredible skills to diagnose and treat without any specialized 

equipment as well. Furthermore, since the village reps were native to the village they could understand the 

health condition of their fellow for better understand of their health condition as well as show compassion 

and hence bring altruism to the treatment which significantly enhanced its quality unlike a treatment at 

government or private hospital. However, such a system is unregulated (official requirement for degree, 

training etc.) and hence making such village reps as official doctors in government hospitals an arduous task. 

This however did not stop NGOs involved with grassroots project to consider and regulate such a health care 

system. JSS (Jan Swasthya Sahyog) is one such NGO which AID Cincinnati chapter supported until they were 

self-sustaining. They support and promote village reps in rural villages for health care.  

After his convincing talk on the importance and impact of grassroots projects, Mr. Somnath concluded his 

talk by emphasizing how important it is to try and listen to weaker voices in our society as one may even 

find hidden answers in them.  

-Vishak Venkatraman (Treasurer - AID Cincinnati)      

 

AID Project: Balya – Charting a Brighter Future for Orphan Children 
 

Balya is an orphanage operating since 2004 in a 
Bangalore suburb.  What is unique about Balya is clearly 
articulated in their mission statement: “to adopt 
abandoned and deprived children and to inculcate 
discipline and make them responsible citizens of the 
Nation.” Balya takes in orphans from the age of 6 
months and provides them with what other 
economically advantaged enjoy in terms of good 
schooling, a safe and nurturing environment and 
opportunities for all-round growth.  The children are 
trained to be creative, independent and disciplined. 

So, Balya provides shelter, education, 
healthcare, food and other day-to-day needs for these children.  From its small beginning with three 
children, Balya now takes care of about 72 children.  Previously, Balya functioned as an orphanage and 
transported children to local schools.  However, this was tedious and expensive, so Balya acquired adjacent 
land and built a school, which also caters to about 30 economically disadvantaged local children. Balya 
would like to expand the school and provide higher education as the children become older.  Apart from 
funds for this expansion, Balya needs funds for operating expenses and AID-Cincinnati helps defray those 
expenses. 
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Aditya Prakash Ensemble at ‘Harmony 2016’ will Spellbind You 

Not many artists boast of creating a seamless fusion of two or more schools of art that have 
originated wide apart from each other in space and time. When it comes to music, the audience can be 
critical with a sharp ear. So pleasing the masses while receiving accolades from the critics is no mean feat. 
And this is what exactly has Aditya Prakash been able to so beautifully manage with his ‘Ensemble’.   
  Blessed with an enchanting voice, Aditya proves his versatility as he adeptly handles North Indian 
folk themes and ragas, despite being trained in Carnatic classical music from an early age. This prodigy was 
one of the youngest to tour and perform with multiple Grammy winner Pt. Ravi Shankar and also has 
collaborated with notable names such as Anoushka Shankar, Karsh Kale, Salim Merchant. He is backed by his 
‘Ensemble’ of independent musicians from Los Angeles, whom he met during his Ethnomusicology days at 
UCLA. Together they create a unique recipe of Indian classical music as the base with flavors of, but not 
limited to, jazz and hip-hop.  

 
They are termed as the rising stars of fusion music and the rave reviews bear testimony.  
 

 
 

 
 AP Ensemble mesmerizes Hyderabad…enjoyed every note of the jugalbandhi that combined the nuances of 
Carnatic music and jazz when Los Angeles based AP Ensemble performed - Deepu Joseph, The Times of India 
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Musician Aditya Prakash would like us to see Indian music in a new light, a light that is both modern and 
respectful of ancient customs, as well as capable of marrying Eastern and Western musical traditions in 
order to create a sound that is wholly of the 21st century - Jason McMackin, Candid Music Group 
 
After their visit to the University of Montana, I frequently ran into people, known and unknown, who raved 
about their performance - Ruth Vanita, University of Montana 
 

Befittingly, Harmony 2016 features AP Ensemble AID Cincinnati supports sustainable development 
projects in India as well as promotes cross-culture enrichment in Cincinnati. Harmony 2016 by AID Cincinnati 
has the inspiring presence of M. Revathi, a world-renowned expert of organic farming, as the chief guest. 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 

Donations towards the charitable causes that the chapter supports are welcome and encouraged!  
 

 
 

- Rushikesh Dhakad (AID Volunteer) 

 

7 

Harmony 2016 – Concert by AP Ensemble: 
Date: 20th November 2016 (Sunday) 
Time: 4 PM  
Location: Ramada Plaza, 11320 Chester Rd, Sharonville, OH 45246 

ADMISSION FREE 
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M Revathi: The Lady with the Midas touch 

After a sumptuous meal in the humble man’s abode, the guest was ready to leave town onto her 

next mission. Having hosted this lady for a couple of weeks, the man and his family were very sad, but at the 

same time extremely grateful for this special person had showed them a path of purpose and joy. Resisting 

his emotions, the man said, “We thought we had lost everything that were once very dear to us, our land, 

our cattle, our beloved birds, our respect, our dignity in the society, our livelihood, and even our soul. And 

like a breeze, you came to us, turned our fortunes and instilled life back into everything including us. Now as 

you depart, we are afraid everything might go out of our hands once again.” For which the lady reassured 

him by saying, “I myself feel as a part of your family and please have faith in me like I have in you. You are a 

changed person now with the right attitude and knowledge. And I am just a phone call away. I shall always 

be around the corner if you need any help any time.”  

The lady is the famous and beloved organic farming expert of our generation, Ms. M Revathi, a 

previous school teacher from Coimbatore, India. She took upon the initiative of bringing about a radical 

change in the mindset of many desolate farmers and help them revive their traditional business of 

agriculture. Her outstanding contribution in creating a sustainable livelihood for the farmers has earned her 

tremendous respect from the Government of India, which has appointed her as a Policy Drafting Committee 

member.  

In 2002, her life took a sharp turn when she heeded her ever-building desire to restore the    intimate   

relationship between a farmer and his precious land. She enrolled as a student in Sálim Ali Centre for 

Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), run by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. Her research 

focused on simulating sustainable practices in real time and recording the yield of specific factors which 

impact the lives of both farmers and consumers.  

Ms. Revathi firmly believes that the practice of corporate agriculture will not boost the livelihood of 

farmers in the long run.  She asserts that the hegemony of the corporate retailers who cast a web over the 

farmers, resulting in mono-cropping to meet seasonal demands and use of highly priced pestilent 

chemicals for accelerated yield.  This above-mentioned practice affects the soil properties, at the same 

time attracts unfriendly pests which leads to infertility of the land. Added to these, the unpredictable rains, 

which is a side-effect of global warming, has led to a belief in the that agriculture was never going to be a 

lively and profitable business anymore. Ms. Revathi’s passion and determination to turn around the lives of 

struggling farmers have bagged her many success stories across the Indian sub-continent. Her efforts 

during the post tsunami period in 2004-05 made many heads turn and take notice of her achievements.  

With advocacy by Bill Clinton, Indonesia and Sri Lanka invited her to share her techniques and help them 

on similar projects.  
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Now, Ms. Revathi is a prominent and respected personality across the globe for her pioneering effort and 

success organic farming. Her goal is to bring about a cultural and behavioral change within every farmer 

across India to adopt sustainable techniques without compromising the natural potential of the land.  

- Anantharaman Ashok (AID Volunteer) 

 

 

Opportunities to meet Ms.M.Revathi  

 

Program: “Talk on “Organic Farming in Tamil Nadu and Beyond”, co-hosted with the Greater 

Cincinnati Tamil Sangham, Liberty Bible Academy, Mason. 

    Location: Room 755 Baldwin, University of Cincinnati. 

    Date & Time: November 21st 2016 at 6:30 pm 

     Program: AID Cincinnati CSH (Community Service Hour) 

     Date & Time: November 22nd 2016 at 6:30 pm 

      Location: Room 755 Baldwin, University of Cincinnati. 
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Letter from the President 
 
Dear AIDers, 

As we come to the end of a wonderful year, I, on behalf of all the AID volunteers wish you a merry Christmas 

and a very happy new year. I thank you for your continued support which has helped us contribute to the 

economic and social development of hundreds of people across the nation. 

Recent Events- 

August 15th 2016- India’s 70th Independence Day 

August 12th 2016- Milan 2016 

November 20th 2016- Harmony 2016 

Milan 2016 was a fundraising event as a part of the Independence day celebrations held on 12th August at 

the Ramada Plaza, Cincinnati. This year AID-Cincinnati hosted Dr.Naga Chadaram who is the Director of AID 

and the Co-Founder/CEO of Aura Life. With a number of heartwarming stories about people willing to go 

that extra mile to make a change in the society, he was able to inspire a lot of people to do their part in 

contributing to AID’s cause. 

The 70th Independence day of India was celebrated on the 15th of August 2016 with great pomp and national 

fervor at the Zimmer Auditorium, University of Cincinnati. Once again Dr.Naga Chadaram, with his immense 

experience was able to give an insight into the various responsibilities of a volunteer and helped students 

understand what it was to be a part of a social change. An evening to remember with colorful dance and 

music, it brought back memories of Indian tradition and culture. 

This year, Harmony will feature Aditya Prakash Ensemble, a music group known for their virtuosity in mixing 

traditional Indian ragas with western music elements of Jazz, hip hop and Indie. Harmony is all about 

diversity and inclusion of different cultural elements, thus bringing out an amalgamation of the best of each 

of those cultures. No other music group embodies this essence more than AP Ensemble. I would like to use 

this opportunity to invite you all to Harmony 2016 on 20th November 2016 at the Ramada Plaza, Cincinnati. I 

hope to see you all there. 

A fast growth rate of 7.24% puts India in the league of the very best nations in the world. Development is a 

multifaceted commodity and a nation is only fully developed if the commodity is perfect on all sides. AID, 

along with its partners in India understand this and therefore have developed a system of inclusive 

development where the people are part of the solution. Be a part of this change by being a part of AID. 

Sincerely, 

Balachander Gnanasekaran 

President, AID-Cincinnati 
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