
Upcoming Events: Please check http://cincinnati.aidindia.org for details 

 Commemoration of Bhopal Gas Tragedy/Republic Day Celebration 

  January 25, 2015, 4 pm, Lindner Hall (College of Business, Univ. of Cincinnati) 

  Because of scheduling difficulties, AID-Cincinnati will have a combined two-part program.  

FREE refreshments (courtesy of local Indian restaurants/stores) will be served. 

 Taste of India 2015, March 2015 (TBD) 
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Association for India's Development (AID, Inc.) is a volunteer movement promoting sustaina-

ble, equitable and just development. AID supports grassroots organizations in India and initi-

ates efforts in various interconnected spheres such as education, livelihoods, natural resources 

including land, water and energy, agriculture, health, child welfare, women's empowerment 

and social justice. From its inception in 1991, AID has grown to support over 672 projects all 

over India and now has 36 chapters in the USA and 8 in India.  

AID Cincinnati was started in 1997 and is a registered student organization at University of 

Cincinnati. We have supported 27 projects (4 are active).   
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Harmony 2014: Blind Dancers Inspire and Enthrall 

Harmony 2014 featured a unique genre of Indian dances by differently abled 

performers, the Articulate Ability ensemble of blind dancers from Bangalore.  

Along with entertaining the spell-bound audience, the extraordinary persever-

ance of the blind dancers and their teachers in achieving their dreams, despite 

tremendous obstacles, was inspiring and motivating.   

The audience feedback has been very positive.   Ten-year-old Anish J. Nat-

tamai said, “ First I thought I was going to a dance program and I was not 

excited. But then it was so amazing how they performed without seeing any-

thing. I enjoyed everything but my favorite part was when they did stunts 

jumping off of each others shoulders and fought with swords...I realized I for-

got to breathe during that part. It was amazing.”  A long-standing AID sup-

porter, Rashmi Balakrishna, commented,  “The visually impaired dancers pro-

vided me with a beautiful eye-opening experience showcasing the adaptability 

of the human spirit. It was an honor to be part of the audience and witness 

their stories unfold. The dancers as well as their gurus provided us with a truly 

inspirational moment. Thank you for giving this opportunity.” 

Articulate Ability presented dance performances and workshops for several 

AID chapters as well as other organizations.  Attached is a photo (taken by E. 

Smithers) from the performance for AID-Boston.  Karuna Raja Reddy of AID-

Boulder summed the performance by Articulate Ability aptly:  "It is more than 

representing Indian art...It is more than performing flawlessly...It is inspiration-

al and motivational...It is about what is the potential of a determined human 

being!" 

AID 2015 Calendar 

Over the years, AID has been pro-

ducing specially-themed calendars 

that have become collectors’ 

items.  “Jiva … into the Wild” is 

the theme for the AID 2015 Cal-

endar and celebrates life (Jiva)! 

Please order your copy at 

http//cincinnati.aidindia.org 
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AID-Cincinnati Projects 

AID-Cincinnati has supported a number of projects across In-

dia such as Jan Swasthya Sahyog (JSS) in Chattsigarh.  The 

Guardian wrote about JSS: “For 15 years, a dedicated group of 

doctors has been running a health project...where many peo-

ple have no access to healthcare,...their hospital – which relies 

on grants and donations – serves a population of almost 1 mil-

lion people...In reaching this marginalised population, the ini-

tiative performs a vital service.”  As an example, the graph 

alongside shows the progress made in the struggle against child 

mortality. AID continues to partner with JSS as they have 

grown and established themselves as an NGO of outstanding repute, while garnering support from philanthropic 

entities such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. (JSS website: http://www.jssbilaspur.org/about/index.php) 

AID-Cincinnati continues to support the Balya orphanage, run by the Annapoorna Charitable Trust (ACT), in the 

Kengeri suburb of Bangalore and the Mithila Vidyalayam school in rural Vizianagram of Andhra Pradesh. 

Recently, AID-Cincinnati has undertaken the support of two projects in the rural Birbhum District of West Bengal.  

Details about these projects are in the subjoined sections. 

MBBCDS           

Mohammad Bazaar is predominantly inhabited by tribals such as the Santhal and a poor Muslim community.  Life in 

this socially oppressed and neglected community is no different than any other community of marginalized people 

across India. MBBCDS (Mohammad Bazaar Backward Community Development Society), a NGO, led by Ms. Aye-

sha Khatun, has been working diligently with local women and children in literacy, health care, social awareness, 

women’s rights, to name a few.  AID-Cincinnati was privileged to host a seminar in June 2014 by Ms. Khatun and 

the audience was impressed and inspired by her indefatigable spirit 

and extraordinary work. 

AID-Cincinnati has recently taken up a project by MBBCDS on 

“EDUCATION of TRIBAL CHILDREN” in Jambuni Village of Mo-

hammad Bazar area, with a focus on creating options for improving 

poor and deprived children’s education. The fund will cover school 

admission, books and clothing of 60 children. Students will also get 

private coaching to ensure none are left behind and can be brought 

up to the level of mainstream students in their schools. The project also aims to cover expenses and mid day meal 

of an additional 60 small children in a crèche so that their mothers can go to work, without having to worry about 

her little ones at home.                  …..(Continued on Page 4) 
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Letter from the President 

Dear AID Patrons, 

AID-Cincinnati volunteers sincerely thank you for your continued support in achieving our objectives of promoting   

sustainable, just and equitable development in India. This support forms our strength to strive and achieve greater 

success in all our projects.  

 

Recent Events 

 August 15—India’s 68th  Independence Day Celebration 

 October 4—Harmony 2014 

 

India celebrated its 68th Independence Day on August 15, 2014. On this joyous occasion, AID-Cincinnati hosted a 

three part program; kids’ competitions, a cultural evening and a fund-raising dinner. The India- based quiz and essay 

competitions followed by a math competition ensured that children here do not lose their Indian roots and also 

served as a platform where the kids could learn more about India. The cultural show had several music and dance 

performances that left the audience with a refreshing memory of India’s rich heritage of art and culture. 

 

These 68 years since India’s Independence, the country has gone through several radical changes and will witness 

many more in the future years. To envision a prosperous and sustainable nation, AID-Cincinnati invited Ms. Aravin-

da Pillalamarri as the speaker for the fund-raising dinner. Aravinda shared with the audience several challenging and 

urgent issues that are critical to India’s development and inspired everyone in the audience to change India and her 

future. 

 

AID-Cincinnati hosted the award winning blind dancers from Articulate Ability as a part of its Harmony 2014 event. 

This event, held at the Tangeman University Center at University of Cincinnati left the audience in tears as they wit-

nessed dance performances of several genres of classical, folk and martial arts by five blind dancers who stood up 

against all obstacles of life and proved to the world—’Look at our Ability, not our Disability’.  

 

There are several challenges that India needs to overcome. India seeks active participation and assistance from peo-

ple like us who are fortunate enough to envision a bright future, to make this vision a reality. AID-Cincinnati has 

actively supported sustainable development of the nation through its activities and partner NGO’s. This season, we 

have taken up two new projects in India that address social issues such as Women’s Empowerment, Education and 

Livelihood of people in rural India.  

 

With all of your good wishes and support, AID-Cincinnati aspires to contribute more to India’s development and 

we are sure to witness a New and Sustainable India in the very near future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mahesh Nagesh 

President, AID Cincinnati 

 

 

Please make checks payable to Association for India's Development and mail to: 

AID, ML 0136, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH 45221-0136 

Association for India’s Development Inc. (AID) is a voluntary, non-profit organization. All donations to AID are tax de-

ductible - AID Inc. is a 501(c) (3) organization. Our federal tax ID# is 04-365-2609. AID has received the highest possible 

4 star rating from Charity Navigator, America's largest independent evaluator of charities for the sixth consecutive year. 
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ONE...the single most powerful entity in this world. It all starts with 

ONE to make a difference - a positive difference in the lives of the rural and 

most underprivileged sections of Indian society. Your ONE contribution- how-

ever small you may think it is, will create a ripple and form a wave - a wave for a just, equitable, sustainable and 

developed India. One for India is the year-end fundraiser of Association for India's Development (AID). This year 

we aim to raise $500,000 to support our initiatives in 2015 and to make the community aware of AID's activities. 

AID-Cincinnati is targeting to raise $15,000 though this year-end campaign.  Please donate to AID and we promise 

that your ONE contribution will count and make a positive difference in India.  

Please visit for more information and to make an online donation: http://oneforindia.org/ 

(Projects…Continued from Page 2) 

SUCHANA 

SUCHANA is a community centre for the underprivileged (Scheduled 

Caste/Tribe) and tribal communities (Santhal, Koras) of Uttarchandipur 

and surrounding area of Birbhum, West Bengal. Among many other 

problems, one unique problem that tribal children face at school is lan-

guage. They speak their dialect at home, while in school they have to 

learn in Bengali. Thus, education becomes a nightmare right at the 

very first day for them. School drop out rates among them is very 

high. SUCHANA is addressing that issue by bringing education in local 

Santali language and helping children integrate into mainstream 

school. AID-Cincinnati will provide support in educational resource 

materials for the Main Library catering to 250 children,  a Mobile Li-

brary and staff salary to reach out to 250 more children in surrounding  

7 villages, and an Activity group with a focus on bringing Adivasi cul-

ture to the class room. 

Relief and Rehabilitation Efforts 

AID is actively involved in supporting efforts in the aftermath of the 

devastating floods in Jammu & Kashmir and Cyclone Hudhud in 

coastal Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. 

AID-Cincinnati has become actively involved in reviewing a proposal 

from Janpath, our long-standing NGO partner, who has partnered 

with other groups for relief efforts in Jammu & Kashmir. 

More info: http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/1738/1/ 

http://www.aidindia.org

